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These symptoms were such ns to excite considerable suspicion of death by 
poison. Accordingly, a careful post-mortem examination was made. Al¬ 
though slight erosions with blackened edges were found in the stomach and 
duodenum along the crests of tho folds of tho mucous membrane, yet no 
poison was discoverable in tho alimentary fluids. The hepatic vein was filled 
with a largo clot extending to its minutest branches in tho liver. Tho lungs 
were highly oedemntous. Tho immediate cause of death was acuto pulmonary 
oedema, which, in its turn, was duo to the disturbance of tho circulation con¬ 
sequent on tho extensive thrombosis in tho hepatic vein. Tho alterations of 
the alimentary mucous membrano were similarly produced. Tho thrombosis 
was perhaps of a syphilitic origin. 

This caso illustrates tho importance of a careful examination of every part 
of tho body in medico-legal autopsies. 

The next caso is likowiso that of a young woman who, after complaining 
for a week of slight occasional pains in tho abdomen, was suddenly seized in 
tho evening witli vomiting and with severe pain in tho right iliac region, and 
died next morning in a state of collapse. Tho circumstances of her death 
pointed to tho possibility of its having been duo to poison. Tho autopsy, 
however, showed that it was really duo to ulcerative perforation of tho vermi¬ 
form appendix near its origin from tho colon. Tho alimentary canal was 
otherwise normal. 

In tho third case, which is similar to tho foregoing, a man, aged thirty-four, 
died after a sudden Illness of six hours’ duration, accompanied by vomiting 
and abdominal pain. Here, also, there was a suspicion of poisoning; hut, on 
examination, death was found to bo caused by perforation of tho appendix 
vermiforinis. 

In both cases tliero was a considerable degree of peritonitis. 

Albumen in Urine of Dead. 

Vibert and Ogier {Annal. d. Hyg . publ., tom. xiv. pp. G5-72) report tho 
results of the examination of twenty-eight bodies of tho Morgue in Paris, iu 
respect of the presence of albumen in tho urine of dead bodies. In all, except 
five, they found moro or less albumen, which was not to bo distinguished from 
the albumen met with in albuminuria. From tlieso observations, and from a 
few experiments, they concludo that* tho urine of the cadaver nearly always 
contains albumen, and in greater quantity the moro advanced in putrefaction 
the body is; further, that tho albumen is obtained by solution from tho walls 
of the bladder. 


Sexual Cases. 

Braxton Hicks {Lanai, Aug. 1, 1885) relates tho particulars of a few 
sexual cases of medico-legal interest. The first is a caso in which tho husband 
sued for nullity of marriago on account of impossibility of intercourse with 
his wife from her inability to separate her thighs. Sho could stand upright, 
and partially bend tho thighs on tho abdomen. B. II., in answer to the court, 
stated that tho condition was probably remediable—by division of the adduc¬ 
tors. However, for another reason—continual nbscuco of - tho husband since 
the day of marriage—tho suit was not granted. In the second caso the suit 
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for judicial separation was preferred by the wife on account of the unhealthy 
condition of the organs of generation before and after marriage. Tho husband 
was proved to bo suffering from a perineal abscess, the sequel of gonorrhoea, 
contracted some years previous to his marriage, for which abscess lie had 
undergone one or two surgical operations. Marringo took phico before the 
parts were restored. Intercourse occurring at irregular intervals afterward, 
the woman acquired uterine leucorrhoca nml pelvic cellulitis, which she at¬ 
tributed to connection with her husband in his diseased condition, and in this 
she was supported by the medical witnesses. Her suit was granted. 

The third ease was ono of a suit for nullity of marriage by the husband on 
account of the frigidity of his wife. Without having any repugnance to her 
husband, she had never permitted any intercourse. The suit was granted. 

The fifth case was one in which the wife became demented after the mar¬ 
riage night. After some weeks tho excitement subsided. It appeared that 
the husband, aged forty, of studious habits, had bad some difficulty, from want 
of knowledge, in attempting coitus on the wedding night. His wife had 
bccomo excited and theu maniacal, and he himself was considerably fright¬ 
ened. The wife’s friends were on the point of craving divorce. After rest and 
tonic treatment both recovered and resumed cohabitation, and a year Inter 
tho woman gave birth to a child. Tho soventh case was that of a doctor who 
was tried for manslaughter on account of his having deserted a woman in 
labor, whom he was called in to attend, from the husband employing nbusivo 
lnngungc toward him. Other medical assistance was obtained nfter a time, 
but the labor was a difficult one, involving turning, and the woman died of 
puerperal fever. Tho doctor was acquitted, sinco it could not be proved that 
the same result might not have followed had ho remained with tho patient; 
but it was strongly laid down by the judge that a medical man should on no 
account leave a woman in labor, except his life was in peril; that he should 
toll them to get another attendant, and should not leavo till the other arrives; 
otherwise, should the woman suffer from want of help, lie would bo held 
responsible for it. 

Ptomaines. 

An important addition to our knowledge of ptomnlncs has been made by 
Guam, working in the laboratory of Schpiiedebcrg (Arch.fl/rICxper. Patholog. 
u. Pharm., Bd. xx. S. 116-125). He calls attention to tho facility with which 
choline, a widely spread constituent of animal and vegetable tissues, under¬ 
goes conversion into ncuriuc (vinylbase) by the operation of simplo chemical 
processes, without any fermentation whatever. Tho importance of this is 
apparent when it is remembered that vinylbnscs are among the most important 
of tho poisonous alkaloids, described by Briegcr and others ns resulting from 
the putrefaction of nnimal substances. Puro choline, which is an ox-ethyl 
compound and easily derivable from tho lecithin present in tho flesh, has no, 
or very little, toxic effect, whereas tho vinylbase, which Grnm proposes should 
ho named vinyl-choline instead of ncurine, giving the name ox-othyl-cholino 
to choline, has a powerful poisonous and muscarine-like action. Gram has 
found that by simple heating of choline with lactic acid, or of tho compound 
of cholino with tartaric acid, but especially of tho acidulated platinum com¬ 
pound, tho cholino is readily converted into vinyl-choline. It is, therefore, 



